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Chapter 3 

Under Attack 

How old was Jesus when He started His public ministry (Luke 3:23)? About years 
old. In Chapter 1 we saw that the devil attacked Jesus (by using King Herod) as soon as He was 
born. When Jesus was older and had begun His public ministry, do you think Satan will 
continued to wage war against Jesus? What happened to Jesus right after He was baptized by 

John the Baptist (Mark 1 :9-13)? ____________________ _ 

Today, Jesus is no longer on the earth and Satan cannot attack Him any longer. Today the devil 
seeks to attack those who have Christ living in them (Galatians 2:20; Colossians 1 :27). Unsaved 
people are called "children of the ( 1  John 3: 10). Does Satan attack unsaved 
people? Why or why not (compare Matthew 12:25-26)? [Usually you do not attack 
someone who is on your same team!] 

Does Satan want his children (unsaved people) to be saved and become children of God (Luke 
8:12)? __ 

As we read Matthew 4:1-11 we find Christ and Satan in the arena (a place where a contest takes 
place and where there is a winner and a loser after the contest is over). According to Matthew 
4:11, who went away defeated? Who won the contest? _____ _ _  _ 

How did Jesus defeat Satan? How can I defeat Satan and come out as a winner and not as a 
loser? Is the devil stronger and more powerful than I am? __ Is the devil smarter than I am? 
___ (Compare Ezekiel 28:12-"full of W " which describes Satan 
before he fell into sin.) Ifl were to face the devil by myself, who would win? 
________ Is Satan stronger, smarter and greater than God (1John 4:4)? __ If 
God were to face the devil by Himself, who would win? The believer needs to 
remember that the living God lives in him, and Satan is no match for the power and presence of 
God in the believing heart. 

A little girl was once asked, "If Satan were to come to your house and knock at your door, what 
would you do?" She answered, "I would not open the door myself. When Satan knocks at my 
door, I will send the Lord Jesus to the door, and when the devil sees Him, he will run away! He 
is my Saviour and the One who protects me." She understood that she was no match for the 
devil, but she knew that her Saviour would not have a problem with the devil. 

How did Jesus defeat Satan? Did He use His supernatural powers as the Son of God? Did He 
grab the devil, and with one mighty fling hurl him beyond the moon? If Christ had used 
His power as God to defeat the devil, then this would be very bad news to every believer who 
also must resist Satan's attacks: 

It's great that Jesus won the victory over Satan, but it's too bad that there is no 
hope for me. After all, I'm not God, and I don't have any supernatural powers, 
so how could I ever defeat the devil? Certainly, I'm no match for Satan! 

This is not what the Bible teaches. The Lord Jesus did not use His supernatural and divine 
powers to defeat the devil. Rather, He faced Satan as a man (compare what Jesus said in 
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Matthew 4:4, "man shall not live .. . ) , and this is good news to every believer! We can win the 
victory in the same way that Jesus won the victory! We can battle Satan just as Christ did! We 
can do exactly what He did! Yes, the temptation of Christ proved that man, walking in the Spirit 
(depending fully upon God for strength and victory), using and relying upon the Word of God, is 
more than a match for Satan! 

Father 

The Word of God 

In James 4:7 God tells the believer to" the devil." 
--------

Victory! 
I'm the 
winner, 

thanks to 
God and Hi� 

Word 

The word "resist" means to "stand against." God never tells us to be afraid of the devil. Who is 
the One we should fear (Matthew 10:28; 1 Peter 2: 17)? God never tells us to run away 
from the devil. God wants us to stand against the devil and he will run away from us. James 4:7 
says, "resist the and he will (run away) from you." Did the devil 
run away from Christ (Matthew 4: 1 1)? __ _ 

Read Ephesians 6:11,13,14. Do you find the word "stand" in these verses? Does God want us to 
runfrom our enemy Satan? __ 

How did the Lord Jesus stand against the devil? 

Devil 

Matthew 4: 1-11 
The obedient Lord Jesus was under 
the Holy Spirit's control (Luke 4:1) 
and was standing firmly on God's 
Word. 

"leaveth Him" 

Matthew 4: 11 



The Believer's Responsibility 

Resisting the devil involves two things: 

1) STAND under God 
(trusting Him, obeying Him, 
lo oking to Him to help us 
overcome Satan, "sending Him to 
the door" as the child did)� 

-..2) STAND upon God's Word 
(believe what God says and do 
what God says) ... 

THE RESULT: 

Satan 
The Devil flees - James 4: 7 

WARNING: 
1) DON'T MOVE OUT FROM UNDER 
GOD! 

The Word of God 
2) DON'T MOVE OUT FROM UPON 
GOD'S WORD. IF YOU DO, SATAN 
WILL GET YOU!!! 

How did Eve fail to stand against the devil? 
See Genesis 3:1-6 (and compare 1 Tim. 2:14; 2 Cor. ll :3). 

• • 
Moving out from 
under God 

Moving out from 
upon God's Word 

"Thou shalt not 
eat", Gen 2: 17 

Eve failed to stand! She moved 
away from that g ood and safe 
position (and she was no match 
f or Satan!). 

4 Attacks 
� ..... -------Devil 

"Hath God Said?"Gen:3:1 
("Come on, don't stand upon, 
What God says!") 
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How did Peter fail to stand against the Devil'? 

Let's look at two examples: 

1) Matthew 16:21-23 

"I must be killed and rise 
again" (Matthew 16:21) 

2) Luke 22:31-32,39-46,54-62 

"Watch (stay awake) 
and pray", Luke 23:31 

"LORD, THIS SHALL 
NOT BE" (Matthew 

16:22) 

4 Attacks 
............ ----- Devi I 

(See Matthew 16: 23) 

First Peter slept; 
then he denied! 

_....
Attacks 

...... ___ .._ ______ Devi I 

(See Luke 22: 31 
"Sifted by Satan") 
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Satan tries to tempt us in the daily things of life. God has made it possible for us to defeat him. 
What happens when a child of God (a believer) forgets God? What happens when a person 
forgets that God is above and over the believer and He is the One who is in charge (He is Lord)? 
What happens when the believer does not believe what God says? What happens when a child of 
God does not rest down upon God's Word as he should? God's Word is meant to suppo1i the 
believer and hold him up, giving the believer solid ground to stand upon and to firmly plant his 
feet. 

Apply what you have learned in this chapter to these situations which you may face: 

1) "I'm too tired to go to prayer meeting tonight!" 

2) "I  read the Bible in Sunday School and I read it with my family each evening, so I really don't 
need to have devotions or read the Bible on my own." 

3) "Since I'm going to heaven and God has promised me eternal life, it doesn't matter how I 
live." 

4) "I  know God wants me to keep my mind on the right things, but I want to watch this 
television program anyway, and this is the one night my parents are not home to turn it off." 

5) "I'm not doing very well on this spelling test, so to get a good grade I will need to look at 
Susan's paper and see how she spelled some of these words." 

6) "When the teacher is in the room I am going to be a model student and do everything right, 
but when she leaves, I'm going to really have a good time with my friends." 

7) " Come on, Dad, drive faster. Won't God keep us safe even if we go above the speed limit?" 

8) " It's too hard to listen to all of the Sunday morning message. I'm going to daydream instead 
and think about other things." 

9) Some of the early Christians had to decide whether to confess Christ as their Saviour and 
Lord and be killed or to acknowledge Caesar as Lord and live. Do you think Satan tried to tempt 
them to deny the Lord? Can God be trusted even in a life and death situation? 

10) How does 1 Corinthians 10:13 fit in with what you have learned in this chapter? 

"There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but 
God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are 
able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may 
be able to bear it" (1 Cor. 10: 13). 
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