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Lesson 10

THE "GOING AWAY" ONE
GOHN 14-16)

In John Chapters 14-16 we find Jesus farewell words to His disciples. Again and again He told
them that He would be leaving them and that He would be going away(see John

14:2,3,18,28,29;

16:5, 7,16,28). In fact, on this very night Jesus would be arrested and taken away from His disciples
18). On the very next morning He would be put on the cross. Therefore, in John Chapters
14-16 we are reading the LAST WORDS that Jesus spoke to His disciples before He went to the

(see John

cross. Here are some of the subjects that Jesus spoke to the disciples about:

Outline of John Chapters 14-16
lA
2A
3A
4A
SA
6A
7A

Going Away But Coming Again(John

14:1-4).

The Way to God(John 14:5-14).
How To Love God(John 14:15-24).
The Coming Comforter(John 14:25-31).
The Vine and the Branches(John

15:1-11).
15: 12-17).
The Believer and the World(John 15:18-27).

The Greatest Love Of All(John

8A Coming Persecution(John 16:1-4).
9A Jesus Goes But the Comforter Comes(John 16:5-15).
lOA Farewell Words(John 16:16-33).

GOING AWAYBUT COMING AGAIN!
Read John

13:33.

Had Jesus already told the disciples that He was going away and that He

would only be with them a little longer?
leaving them (compare John

14:1).

The disciples were troubled at the thought of Jesus

These men had been with the Lord for about

3Yz years (compare

John 14:9). They knew that the Lord's enemies were seeking to kill Him and they were concerned that
even their own lives might be in danger(see John

11:7-8,16; 13:37).

They did not understand all that

was about to happen, but they got the message that somehow they would soon be separated from their
Master and they would no longer be with Him. Because of this their hearts were troubled.
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Jesus told His disciples that He would be going away. He also told them where He was going!
(John 14:2). In this verse we learn

H

He was going to His F

about the eternal home which God has prepared in heaven for those who love Him. The word
"mansions" means "dwelling places" or "abiding places." In John 14:2, does Jesus describe heaven as a
real place?

Why did Jesus go there(John 14:2)?

� Reme � � ooHis wey
-�------��-�--�=����-���� would it have been
cross,
the
on
died
not
had
Jesus
to heaven Jesus stopped first at the cross! If
possible for us to have a place in heaven(compare 1 Peter 3:18; 2 Corinthians 5 :21)?

__

It is very difficult to say "Goodbye" to a loved one if you know you will never see this person
again. But if you know that this person will someday return, it is much easier to see him(or her) leave!
Did Jesus promise that He would return(John 14:3)?

Although He would go away, the
(John 14:3)! Jesus promised to

disciples were comforted to hear that He would come
come and take them to heaven! Did He tell them

WHEN

He would come again?

His coming

come again"(John 14:3). The time of His coming is

again is CERTAIN because He said "I

UNCERTAIN because He did not reveal this to us.
The coming of Jesus Christ for His believers to take them to the Father's house in heaven is a
very important event. Sometimes it is called the RAPTURE(the "catching up" or taking up of
believers) and we learn more about this event in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 1 Corinthians 15:51-53.
It is important to realize that Jesus did not promise to return and take all men to heaven. The promise
(John 14: 1)! Is His promise for you?

of His coming again is only for those who B

THE WAYTOGOD
Jesus was telling His disciples about heaven and the way to get to heaven. Did Thomas
understand what Jesus was saying(John 14: 4-5)?
another great statement beginning with the words

__

Jesus answered his question by making

I AM:

lllM

�

(See JOHN 14:6)
Jesus is the way or the road to heaven! If a man tries to get to God any
other way, will he be successful?

THE

__

Jesus is the ONLY WAY. All

other ways are false ways. All other roads are DEAD END streets!
Jesus is the truth! He is absolute reality! He never misleads or deceives
anyone. If a person ignores or rejects Jesus Christ then they will never

THE

know the truth.
In Him is Life(John 1 :4). "He that hath the Son hath

II

(1 John 5: 12). Eternal life is found in Jesus Christ and in no one else.

THE

Jesus has made it possible for us to know God and enjoy God forever!
-·

Name
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_________________________________

There are people today who say that there are many roads to
God. They say that if men are
.
_
smcere �t
does not �atter which path they travel--in the end they will all
reach the same destination.
.
They wtll all amve
m heaven at last. One speaker even described a beautiful palace
standing in a
delightful garden. There were many roads that led to this castle from all directions. On these roads
multitudes of people traveled. Many climbed over difficult mountain trails; others followed less rocky
paths; some, with songs and laughter, traversed smooth and flower-bordered ways. But

allfinally

arrived at the palace gates! This may be a pretty picture, but is it a true picture of how to get to God?
__

but by

Jesus said, "no man cometh unto the

"(John 14:6). Jesus

is the only way to God! There are actually two roads that men are walking on--a wrong road and a
right road(see Matthew 7:13-14). Which road are you on?
If a person truly knows Christ, then who else do they know(John 14:7)?
The best way to get to know the Father is to get to

-------

know the Son! Philip did not really understand what Jesus was saying. He said, "Lord,
______

us the

and it sufficeth us "(John 14:8). Circle the answer

that best describes what Jesus told Philip in John 14:9:
a. Philip, I am not going to show you the Father.
b. Philip, tomorrow you will see a great heavenly vision and a blazing light.
This is when you will be shown the Father!
c. Philip, you have already been shown the Father!
d. Philip, you cannot see the Father because He is invisible!
Jesus Christ is the One who REVEALS and MAKES KNOWN God the Father. Jesus said,
"He that hath

Me hath seen the

(John 14:9). No mere man could

ever make such a statement! Jesus was saying this: "If you really want to see God then look at Me and
get to know Me! I am the One who makes the invisible God visible "(compare John 1:18). In
Colossians 1:15 we learn that Jesus Christ is the

of the invisible God. Here is an

illustration: None of us have ever seen George Washington because he died long before we were even
born. But we can see the IMAGE of George Washington on our coins and on our dollar bills and in
this way we have some idea of what he looks like. Jesus Christ is the IMAGE of God. As we look at
the IMAGE we can learn what God is really like. Jesus Christ perfectly reflected God the Father just as
an IMAGE in a mirror reflects the person who is standing before it!
Jesus Christ is the way to God! It is only through Him that a person can get to heaven(John
14:6). It is only through Him that a person can get to know what God the Father is really like (John
14:9). And it is only through Him that a person can come to the Father RIGHT NOW! Did you know
that the believer can come to God RIGHT NOW! A believer can come right into the very presence of
God at any time day or night! This is made possible through PRAYER, and Jesus spoke of this in John
14:13-14.
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Notice that in John 14:13-14 Jesus says that those who pray to the Father must ASK IN MY
. This means that the only reason we can pray is because of Jesus' Name (who He is
------and what He has done for us). When we pray. "in Jesus' Name" this is not some kind of magical
formula that we tack on to the end of our prayers. These words should remind us that we are coming to
God the Father through Jesus Christ and that we are expecting God to answer our prayers not because
of us but because of His Son! The believer's attitude should be this: "I'm expecting God to be God and
to answer this prayer--not because I'm anything but because Christ is everything; not because I deserve
anything, but because God is gracious to me because of what Jesus did for me on the cross. If anything
that I have asked is not what Christ wants, then I do not want it either. "

It is a great privilege to be able to come to God through Christ in prayer. An ordinary person is
not usually able to talk to the President of the United States. They would not let him get past the
White House gates! The believer is able to come into the Presence of Someone far greater than the
President of the United States! And we can come at any time in any place!

HOW TO LOVEGOD
Jesus said, "If ye love me . . .
(John 14:15 and circle the correct answer)
a. . . . sing the hymn "My Jesus I Love Thee"
b. . . . tell others that you love Me
c... . keep My commandments
d... . live any way you want to live
OBEDIENCE is the only real way we can show our love for the Saviour. Suppose a little girl says,
"Mommy, I love you!" but she does not straighten up her room, sweep the floor and make her bed as
Mommy had told her to do. Is this girl putting action behind her words?
love to her mother?

Is she really showing

Obedience is LOVE IN ACTION! If we really love Jesus we will do what

He tells us to do!
According to John 14:21, who is the person who loves Jesus?
If a person
really loves Jesus, what will he do (John 14:23)?
---.,-- .,-----------..,------- -- -

In John 14:24 Jesus talks about the person

keepeth not my
"
who does not love Jesus: "He that loveth me
There is only one way to show that we really love Jesus. We must obey His Word and do what He tells
us to do!
In the Old Testament we find the very same thing.LOVING GOD and KEEPING GOD'S
COMMANDS are like twins. They are always found together.For example, see Exodus 20:6-"And
My
showing mercy unto thousands of them that
Me, and
. " See also Deuteronomy 5 :10; 7:9; 10:12; 11:1; 13:3-4;

______ ______

30: 16; 30:20; etc. It is not enough to say "I LOVE YOU." It is not enough to sing "MY JESUS I
LOVE THEE. " We must show that we love God by our obedience.

Name
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THE COMING COMFORTER
Jesus was going away. Because of this the disciples were filled with sorrow(John 16:6), but
the Lord had good news for them! Even though He was leaving, another Person was coming who
would be with them forever! Jesus called this Person the C
(John 14:16).
"Cheer up disciples! I am leaving but the Comforter is coming!" One will go but Another will come!
The word Comforter means "one called alongside to help, a Helper, a Comforter, One who
helps and encourages." In John 14:26 we learn WHO this Comforter is: "But the
, who is the

"

______

For several years Jesus Himself had been the constant Companion of the disciples. He was right there
at their side to help them and encourage them and comfort them and teach them. Finally, however,
Jesus told the disciples that He would be leaving them. The disciples must have thought, "Our
Companion and our Friend and our Helper will no longer be with us. We will be left alone!" But Jesus
had good news for these disciples! Another Companion and another Comforter would come to be with
them! Jesus would leave them, but Someone just like Jesus would come to be with them! How long
would the Comforter stay with the disciples(John 14:16)?
_____________

Throughout these three chapters(John 14-16) Jesus speaks of the

coming Comforter again

and again. Can you find the verses where the Comforter is mentioned?
John 14, Verse
John 14, Verse
John 15, Verse
John 16, Verse

__
_

__
_

_
__

---

When the Comforter(Holy Spirit) comes, where will He live(see the last 5 words in John
Will the world(unsaved people) be able to receive the

14: 17)?
Holy Spirit(John 14:17)? .

The only ones who receive the Holy Spirit are those who
on Jesus Christ(John 7:37-39)!

When would the Holy Spirit be given? When would the Comforter come? When would the
Father send the Spirit(John 14:26)? Jesus said, "AT THAT DAY ye shall know that I am in my Father
Me and I

and ye

__

you" (John 14:20). When would THIS DAY come?

Jesus spoke these words on the evening before He went to the cross. After His crucifixion He
rose again on the third day. After His resurrection He was seen by His followers for a period of
days(Acts 1:3) and then He was

up into heaven(see Acts 1:9). Before
He returned to heaven Jesus told His disciples to WAIT for the promise of the Father(Acts 1: 4 and
_____

Luke 24:49). This was the promise that the Father would send the Holy Spirit. Finally, 10 days after
Jesus was taken up into heaven and 50 days after the resurrection, the Holy Spirit came! You can read
about this great event in Acts chapter 2. The Holy Spirit carne on the Day of Pentecost. The
COMFORTER came to be with the disciples FOREVER! God the Holy Spirit lives in the heart of
every believer(1 Corinthians 6:19 and Romans 8:9)!
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THE VINE AND THE BRANCHES
As we come to John chapter 15 we find another important verse which starts with the words "I

AM ." In John 15: 1 Jesus said,

"I AM the
and My Father is the
husbandman(vinedresser)." Jesus was speaking these words to His disciples. He wanted them to
know that He was the VINE. Who did Jesus say the BRANCHES were(John 15:5)?

Jesus wanted to teach His disciples the importance of staying close to Him. A branch must be
connected to its vine or else it will WITHER(John 15 :6). All of the life juices flow from the vine into
the branches, but this happens only if the branches are connected to the vine. If the branch is not
connected to the vine, it will be disconnected from the source of LIFE and there will be no fruit.
Consider an apple tree. What happens if a person cuts off a branch from an apple tree in the
early summer? By the time apple season comes around(autumn), will there be any apples on this
But if this branch had stayed on the tree it would have received the life of that tree

branch?

and many apples would have grown on this branch. It would have been a fruitful branch!
Jesus is the Vine(tree) and believers are the branches! If we are to bring forth FRUIT, what
must we do (John 15 :4-5)?
How
How

many grapes can a branch produce if it is not connected to the grapevine?

much can a believer do without Christ(John 15:5 )?

We need to stay closely

connected to Jesus Christ!
fruit(John 15:2) and He

God wants His believers to be FRUITFUL! He wants M
wants M

fruit(John 15:8 ). What kind of fruit was Jesus talking about? Was He talking

about apples or grapes or watermelons? In Galatians 5:22 we are told that the
the Spirit is I)

3)

2)

In John 15:11 and John

three). In John 15:9-10 what fruit is being considered?

In John 14:27 and 16:33 what fruit is being

16:20,22 what fruit is being considered?
considered?

of

Gust write down the first

Is this the same kind of fruit that we read about in Galatians 5 :22?

The Comforter was sent to produce this kind of fruit in believers! Let us now consider the
fruit of the Spirit which is LOVE:

___

THE GREATEST LOVE OF ALL
Jesus gave His disciples a very important command in John 15:12: "This is my
, that ye

one another, as have loved you." We have

______ _____

already studied this command in John 13:34-35 (see Chapter 9 of these notes). In John 15:13 Jesus
describes the greatest kind of human love: "Greater
down his life for his

"

Let us now consider two examples of this kind of love:

hath no man than this, that a man lay

Name

-------

LOUISVll.,LE, KENTUCKY

Page 97

(AP) --Four year old Stevie Oliver was

riding his bike along the quiet residential street and didn't notice the car.
Frank Dohrmann, known to the kids on the block as "Grandpa, " did--and
gave his life to save his young FRIEND.
"He heard the neighbors holler, 'Stevie, Stevie, Stevie.' He knew
Stevie was coming across the street, " said Stevie's mother, Cynthia.
Dohrmann, 83, said neighbors who viewed the incident, rushed off his
porch and pushed Stevie out of the path of the oncoming car. There was a
squeal of brakes. "All I could think was that Stevie got run over," said Mrs.
Oliver. "Then I saw his little white head. I was afraid to tum around and look.
I thought it was one of the(neighborhood) kids. " Instead, it was "Grandpa "
Dohrmann who had been hit. He died a few minutes later.

(HARTFORD COURANT, 8/21/78)
"Grandpa" Dohrmann lay down his life for little Stevie. It was love that sent him into that street! Jesus
said, "Greater love hath no man than this!"
On January 13, 1982 an airplane (Air Florida Flight 90) crashed and
plunged into the icy waters of the Potomac River. Moat of the passengers
sank into the icy river. Only the broken off tail section remained afloat. Four
people--two men and two women--clung to the jagged metal. Another man
was treading water nearby. Soon another woman burst out of the water and
she joined the others.
Treading water, these five dazed survivors, held on. Some had broken
arms, others broken legs. The lungs of two had been collapsed by the impact
of the crash. The roar of the U.S. Park Police helicopter was heard about 15
or 20 minutes after the crash.
The helicopter crew first dropped a lifeline to Bert Hamilton who was
treading water about 10 feet from the tail. He took it and was carried a
hundred yards to the Virginia shore. The helicopter crew returned and aimed
the line at a balding man named Arland Williams. He caught it, but instead of
wrapping it around himself, he passed the line to flight attendant Kelly
Duncan. She took the line and held tight as she was carried safely to shore.
Again the helicopter returned. Again they aimed the line at Williams.
Once more he caught it and again he passed it on, this time to Joe Stiley the
moat severely injured survivor. He slipped it around himself and then grabbed
Priscilla Tirado who clung to him. Just before the helicopter moved off,
Patricia Felch grabbed a second life line. Exhausted, in shock and pain, Stiley
felt his hold on Priscilla slipping, and Patricia could feel herself losing her grip
on her lifeline. As the chopper carried them toward shore, the women fell
back into the icy water.
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The chopper returned to drop a line to Priscilla Tirado as she
struggled to stay afloat. She caught it but her strength was gone. She was
about to go under when a courageous onlooker, Lenny Skutnik, plunged into
the freezing river to bring her to shore.
The helicopter came in low over Patricia Felch, almost touching the
ice. Gene Windsor clutched the barely conscious woman and held on to her as
she was carried to safety.
It was now 29 minutes since the crash, 10 minutes since the
helicopter's first trip--and William's tum had come at last. The chopper turned
once more toward the sinking tail, its two-man crew eager to meet that man
in the water. They strained for signs of the hero who had saved two lives, but
the balding man was gone. Later, telling his wife about it, Officer Gene
Windsor wept. "He could have gone on the first trip, " pilot Usher said, "but
he put everyone else ahead of himself. Everyone. "(from

DIGEST,

THE READER'S

1982).

GREATER LOVE HATH NO MAN THAN THIS!
Many other true stories could be given of men and women who have laid down their lives for
others. Because of love, they sacrificed and gave their own lives so that others could live. This kind of
love is GREAT, but the love that sent Jesus to the cross is even GREATER. The greatest love a man
can ever have is to lay down his life for his friend(compare Romans 5 :7), but Christ did something far
greater than this. Jesus laid down His life for those who were His ENEMIES!
In Romans chapter 5 we learn what we once were:
Romans 5 :6 says that we were U
Romans 5:8 says that we were S

_______ __

______ _ __

Romans 5: 10 says that we were E

(of God)

Jesus did not lay down His life for His friends, He laid down His life for UNGODLY SINNERS who
were HIS ENEMIES! See Romans 5:8: "But God commendeth(showed) His
us in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ

for

toward

" We might call this CALVARY

LOVE, and it is the greatest love of all!
And because Jesus died for us and took care of the problem of SIN, Jesus no longer calls us His
ENEMIES, but He calls us His

(John 15: 15)! Those who were once at war with

God can now be at peace with God(Romans 5:1,10-11)!
Jesus tells His disciples to love others with this same kind of love(John 15:12, 17)! How can
we love others in this way? It is impossible apart from the Holy Spirit! But remember, the fruit of the
Spirit is L
(Galatians 5:22). Without Christ we cannot do it(John 15:5) but with Him we
can!

Name
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THE BELIEVER AND THE WORLD
Jesus Christ was never popular with the world. As we have studied through John's Gospel we
have seen again and again how people rejected Christ and rejected His teaching and refused to come to
Him and refused to believe on Him (see John 3: 19-20; 5 :40). He had many enemies everywhere He
went. Finally the world showed its hatred for Christ by arresting Him and mocking Him and nailing
Him to a cross. That is what the world thinks of the One who came to save them!
As long as Jesus was in the world, He was the target of the world's hatred. Although the
disciples were with Jesus, they did not need to worry too much because the shots were being fired
primarily at Jesus and not at them. The devil and those who belong to the devil (John 8:44) were out to
get God's Son!
But when Jesus went back to heaven the situation changed. Jesus was now gone! The world
could no longer fire their shots at Jesus. The devil could no longer attack the Son of God directly. With
Jesus gone, the shots would now be fired at Jesus' followers who were still in the world. Jesus wanted
to warn His disciples about how the world would treat them!
How would the world treat the disciples (John 15:18-19)?
-------· ---

Jesus, would they also persecute those who follow Jesus (John 15 :20)?

If they persecuted
Those who really love

the Lord should not be surprised to be treated in the same way that Jesus was treated! In 1 John 3:13
we read, "Marvel not (don't be surprised), my brethren, if the
you."
If they hated Jesus, why should they love you? If they treated Jesus poorly, why should they treat you
well?

COMING PERSECUTION
The world's hatred for Christ's disciples would express itself in persecution. Jesus wanted His
disciples to know about the difficulties they would face. He wanted to tell them these things before
they ever happened (see John 16:4). Jesus never misled people into thinking that the Christian life was
a life of ease. We should be careful about this also. We should never say to someone: "If you become a
Christian then everything in life will go well for you and you will hardly ever have any problems or
troubles." The Lord never said this! What are two things that Jesus predicted would happen to His
followers (John 16:2)?

____________ ____________
_

Why would these people do such things (John 16:3)?

JESUS GOES BUT THE COMFORTER COMES
When Jesus announced that He would be going away (John 16:5), were the disciples GLAD,
They were filled with sorrow, but this is because they did not

SAD or MAD (John 16:6)?

understand. They did not understand that it was to their ADVANTAGE that Jesus go away (John
can come (John 16:7). This
16:7). Jesus must GO AWAY so that the
verse also tells us that Jesus Christ would SEND this Holy Spirit. Who else sent the Comforter (John

(Note: In Church History there was a great argument about
14:26)?
whether the Father or the Son sent the Holy Spirit. The answer is simple: BOTH).
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When the Holy Spirit comes He will have a ministry not only to believers but also to the world:
"And when He is come (on the day of Pentecost), He will reprove (convict or convince) the world of 1)
and of 2)
and of 3)
(John 16:8).
The word "reprove" means "convict " and it refers to a person who is brought before a court and proved

___

to be guilty. The Holy Spirit came to earth on the day of Pentecost (Acts chapter

2), lived in the hearts

of believers and convicted the world of three things:
1)SIN--What great sin is mentioned in John 16:9?

a. murder
b. stealing
c. unbelief (rejection of Jesus Christ)

d. lyiJ!g,

The more people see Christ living in the believers by the power of the Holy Spirit, the more
they will have to face up to this important question: AM I GOING TO BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST
AS THESE PEOPLE HAVE DONE OR

AM I GOING TO REJECT JESUS CHRIST?

2) RIGHTEOUSNESS-- Can people see the righteous Christ today (John16:10)?

__

Jesus

Christ is in heaven and cannot be seen. But Christ's body (the Church, which is made up of all true
believers) is on the earth and can be seen by men! As the Holy Spirit works in our lives we will live
more and more in a RIGHTEOUS way (living right, thinking right, acting right, speaking right and
being right--see Titus
UNRIGHTEOUS

2: 12) and the unsaved people around us will begin to realize how
they are! No man is righteous in himself (Romans 3:10). The righteousness

that

every man needs is found only in Jesus Christ!

3)JUDGMENT-- According to John 16:11, who was judged when Jesus died on the cross?
------ --.. -- --- Satan was proven to be guilty at Calvary. His execution and
.,---.,..
,..--punishment is yet future (Matthew 25: 41) . Those who reject Jesus Christ will end up in hell with the
devil (Matthew

25:41 ).

Believers need to live in such a way that the unsaved will see that there is a real

Saviour who can rescue men from a real hell! God's genuine heart's desire for all men is that they
and come to a full knowledge of the truth (1 Timothy 2:4 and see
might be S

2

Peter 3 :9). In contrast to this is the devil who does not want people to B
and be S
(Luke 8:12).

________
_
_

Remember, if you are a saved person the Holy Spirit wants to use your life in proving and
convincing other people that they are guilty and need to be saved too! Every believer ought to be able
to say these three things:
SIN: "I was once an unbeliever and my great sin was my personal rejection of Jesus Christ. But now I
am a believer in Jesus Christ! "

Name
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RIGHTEOUSNESS: "I once had no righteousness of my own, but now I am dressed in the perfect
righteousness of Christ. God made Him to be sin for me that I might be the righteousness of God in
Him(2 Corinthians 5 :21). "

JUDGMENT: "I was once a hell-deserving sinner but Jesus Christ rescued me and saved me from the
wrath to come. I once stood with Satan against God, but now I am a child of God and I will not share
in the devil's final destiny (Matthew 25: 41). Even though I deserve the lake of fire, by God's amazing
grace I have been saved! "

Jesus had many things to say to His disciples, but were they ready to hear these things at this
They did not even understand about the death and resurrection of Christ!

time (John 16:12)?

There were many important truths that they would have to be given later. Who would guide than into
the truth that they needed to know (John 16: 13)?

It was

through the ministry of the Holy Spirit that the 27 Books of the New Testament were eventually
written and these Books contain all the truth that the Church needs to know!
What is the Holy Spirit's most important job or ministry (John 16: 13-14)?
a. to draw attention to Himself
b. to glorify Christ
c. to get people to speak in tongues
d. to heal people of their diseases
The Holy Spirit wants Jesus Christ to get all the attention!

FAREWELL WORDS
Jesus spoke again of His soon departure(John 16:16), but did the disciples understand His
words (John 16:17-18)?

__

Once again Jesus needed to comfort His disciples. He told them that

there would be a time of great weeping and sorrow but this would be followed by a time of great joy
(John 16:20-22). At the crucifixion and burial of Christ the disciples would weep and lament and be
(John 16:20). The world will finally think
sorrowful, but the world would
that they have gotten rid of Jesus Christ! But their rejoicing would not last for very long! Soon the
disciples would rejoice at the RESURRECTION of Christ! Soon thereafter the whole world would
hear the news that the Saviour is alive (compare Acts 4: 1-2). The sorrow that the disciples would have
would not last for long, but would the JOY last for long(John 16:22)?

___
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Jesus had already predicted that Judas would betray Him and that Peter would deny Him(John
13). In John 16:32 Jesus predicted that all of the disciples would leave Him and be
.

S

Did this really happen(Matthew 26:31,56)?

_
__

In John 16:33 Jesus told His disciples exactly what to expect in the world: "In the world ye
(pressure, trouble, difficulty)." Believers are in enemy territory

shall have

and Jesus never said it would be easy! But believers are not only in the world but they are also IN
CHRIST, and Jesus said, "in Me ye might have

"(John 16:33). PEACE in the

middle of TROUBLE! PEACE in the midst of life's violent storms! The disciples can have peace in
the midst of a troubled world! Jesus has won the victory! He has overcome the world!
Are you an overcomer and a victor? See 1 John 5:4-5.

John 14:6
One night, as I slept, I saw in my dream,
Two t ravelers by a turbulent stream;
Then Someone spoke thus in tenderest tone,
"Ah, do. not attempt to cross it alone;
Behold! I have built a Bridge here for thee,
So give Me thine hand, and cross it with Me;
I'll lead you safe o'er the swift-rushing tide,
For My Bridge doth span the river so wide."
One traveler looked, and shaking his head"Your Hands are so scarred; the Bridge stained so red;
I care not to cross Thy rough, bloody span;
I'll build one myself. the best that I can."
"The blood stains are there, that thou mightest see

THE
BRIDGE·
ACROSS

I gave Mine own life to build it for thee;
The prints in My hands I'll bear evermore,
That'none may fo_rget the travail I bore."
The other one P.rayed, with penitent tear:
"Dear Lord, let me kneel, in gratitude, here Where once, for us all, Thy blood has been spilled,
That Thou for all men the Bridge migh test build.
Oh, take Thou my hand, walk close, Lord, to me.
And lead me across to dwell there with Thee."
Awaking, I knew that My Bridge was loss,
There's only the ONE Bridge HIS Bridge-a cross.

-Margaret K. Fraser.

