
Four “Fear Not’s” 
Relating to the Birth of Christ

Luke 1:30-37

Many times in the Bible God tells His people to “Fear not.” It would be
edifying to study all such passages. God desires that our hearts be released
from unnecessary fears. In the accounts of the birth of Christ there are four
“Fear Not’s” which are highly instructive. Let’s learn from these:

1) The “FEAR NOT” of answered prayer (Zacharias—Luke 1:13-14).
“Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall
bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John” (v. 13). His wife was
barren, and they were too old to have children. Zacharias had prayed for a
son, God miraculously answered, and this son would be the forerunner of
the Messiah. But sadly, Zacharias did not believe the angel Gabriel (v. 20). 

2) The “FEAR NOT” of immediate obedience (Joseph—Matthew
1:20,24). “Fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife” (v. 20). Joseph had
serious apprehensions. He was engaged to be married, but it was discov-
ered that Mary was pregnant. We can only imagine what thoughts went
through his mind. Yet God calmed his fears and told him to take Mary as
his wife. Joseph quickly obeyed (v. 24). 

3) The “FEAR NOT” of the humanly impossible (Mary—Luke
1:26-33). “Fear not, Mary” (v. 30). Mary was informed by God’s angel that
the impossible would take place. She would bring forth a Son totally apart
from a human father by the Holy Spirit. Such a pregnancy would arouse
huge suspicions and accusations, but Mary was told not to fear. 

4) The “FEAR NOT” of Christ’s salvation (Shepherds—Luke 2:10-11).
“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy” (v. 10). The
shepherds were terrified because the
peaceful Bethlehem nighttime sky
suddenly burst forth with brilliant
light and spectacular glory, as if
some cataclysmic event were about
to happen. God’s angel quickly reas-
sured them “For unto you is born
this day in the city of David a Sav-
iour” (v.11).

~George Zeller: www.middletownbiblechurch.org
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