Is a Person Saved by
Calling on the Name
of the Lord?

(Luke 18:9-14)

"Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved"
(Rom. 10:13). What a wonderful salvation promise! Man does the
calling; God does the saving. God is rich unto all who call upon Him
(Rom. 10:12)! The richest people in all the world are those who are
saved! The unsaved billionaires of this world are rich for a second
but poor for all eternity!

There are two clear Biblical examples of men who called upon the
name of the Lord: 1) The tax collector (Luke 18:10-14) cried, "God be
merciful to me a sinner." 2) The malefactor on the cross (Luke
23:39-43) said, "Lord, remember me when Thou comest into Thy
kingdom." Knowing their desperate need, they cried out in faith to the
only One who could save them. The publican was justified and the
malefactor would soon be in paradise. The Pharisee and the other
malefactor both refused to call upon the Lord and they both remained
in their sins.

Calling upon the name of the Lord is not a condition of salvation
which is separate from faith. Calling upon the name of the Lord is
an outward expression of inward faith. Before a person calls on
Christ, he must first believe on Christ in his heart. Before the
malefactor cried out, "Lord, remember me!" he first believed in his
heart. His words merely expressed the faith which he already had.
When the publican cried out to the Lord for mercy, he had already
believed in his heart. Hence, Romans 10:14 asks, "How then shall
they call on Him in whom they have not believed?" You cannot call
upon Christ for salvation unless you have first believed on Him in your
heart. Calling upon His name is a natural expression of the faith the
person already possesses.

Have you called upon the name of the Lord?
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