
                   Is a Person Saved

by Confessing Christ?

(Romans 10:1-11)

"If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart
that God hath raised him from the dead, thou
shalt be saved" (Rom. 10:9). 

Confessing Christ with one's mouth is not something that a person does
to be saved; it is something a saved person does.  Those who are saved
are ashamed of their sin and proud of their Saviour!   Just as it is natural
for a newborn baby to open his mouth and cry, so it is only natural for a
sinner saved by grace to open his mouth and acknowledge Christ as
Saviour.  "Let the redeemed of the Lord say so!" (Psalm 107:2). 
Romans 10:10 gives the order: First comes belief, and then confession
follows. Believing is inward; confession is outward. Confession is faith
made audible! When we open our mouth and share with others what
Christ has done for us and how much He means to us, then we are
making our faith audible and clear to others.  

How can one know whether a person is really saved unless he says so? 
Before a person ever confesses Christ with his mouth he has already
believed on Christ in his heart.  Faith is to be expressed outwardly
and publicly. Believing is the root; confession is the fruit. Everyone who
truly believes should confess Christ; however not everyone who
confesses or professes Christ is a true believer (Matthew 7:23;
Titus1:16; 2 Timothy 2:19). Merely claiming to be a Christian does not
make a person saved. 

In God's army there is no place for "secret believers." May we never be
ashamed of our Commander-in-Chief (2 Timothy 2:3-4)! Just as a label
on a can proclaims its contents, so by confessing Christ we proclaim
who lives within (Col. 1:27, 2 Cor.13:5). When was the last time I
shared with another that Christ was my Saviour?

 
–George Zeller: www.middletownbiblechurch.org
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