
The Spears that
 Did Not Kill

John 19:28-30                    

Goliath, the Philistine, had a massive spear, its head weighing about
15 pounds (1 Sam. 17:7). Yet, he was no match for David’s God:
“Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield:
but I come to thee in the name of the LORD of hosts” (1 Sam. 17:45).
David’s stone hit its mark; Goliath’s spear did not kill.

Following this event, King Saul fell into a jealous rage when he
heard women saying, “Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten
thousands” (1 Sam. 18:7). On one occasion
Saul threatened to pin David to the wall with
his spear, but he missed (1 Sam. 18:10-11). On
a later occasion King Saul repeated this mur-
derous act. His spear stuck into the wall, but
David escaped (1 Sam. 19:9-10). Saul even
tried to spear his own son Jonathan (1 Sam.
17:20:33). All three times Saul’s spear did not
kill. 

Later David had an opportunity for revenge against his enemy. He
came upon Saul, who was fast asleep with his spear stuck in the ground
next to his head. David took Saul’s spear but refused to kill God’s
anointed (1 Sam. 26:7-12). When Saul awoke he realized his spear was
now in the hands of David, and He could not believe his life was
spared (1 Sam. 26:13-25). His spear did not kill. 

The Saviour was lifted up to die on Calvary’s cross. He paid the full
penalty for our sins and finished the work that His Father had given
Him to do (John 19:30). The soldiers came to break His legs but
realized He was dead already. Just to make sure, one of the soldiers
took a spear and pierced His side. His precious blood was poured out;
His life had been given for us. The spear did not kill; He had already
died. Hallelujah, what a Saviour!

~George Zeller: www.middletownbiblechurch.org
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