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CHAPTER9
The Second Coming Of Christ

About 2000 years ago Jesus Christ visited this earth and died on the cross to provide salvation for
sinful men. He then rose again from the dead and returned to heaven. Will Jesus Christ ever come to
earth again?
After Jesus died and rose again, He appeared to His disciples for a period of 40 days (Acts 1 :3).
What happened to Jesus at the end of these 40 days (Acts 1:9; Luke 24:51)?

The

The Empty Tomb

The Ascension

Cross
.. HE WAS SEEN ..
40 Days
Acts 1:3
1 Cor. 15:4-8

His

His Resurrection

Death

He went back
to heaven.

After Jesus disappeared out of their sight, the disciples were still looking up toward heaven (Acts
1:9-10). As they were looking, two angels stood by them dressed in white (Acts I: I 0). These angels
told the disciples something very important: "This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into
in like manner (in the same way) as ye have seen Him go into
heaven, shall so
heaven" (Acts 1:11)
.

God wanted these disciples to know that Jesus Christ would come back to earth someday! The two
angels made one thing very clear in Acts 1:11. What they were saying was this: Jesus Christ will
come in the same way that you saw Him go. As He went up, so He will come down! The
following chart will help us to think about this:
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HOW DID JESUS GO?

HOW WILL JESUS
COME?

He went up!

He will come down!

He left earth to go to heaven

He will leave heaven to come to earth.

He left from the earth.

He will come down to the earth.

He left in a cloud (Acts 1 :9).

He will return in the clouds (Matthew
24:30; Revelation 1 :7).

He left in a real body (a resurrection
body).

He will return in a real body.

When He left people saw Him (Acts
1:9).

When He comes people will see Him
(Revelation 1:7).

It was JESUS CHRIST who went up
into heaven.

It will be this "SAME JESUS" who will
come again (Acts 1:11). The same
Person who left will be the same
Person who will return!

What Will His Coming Be Like'?

There are two passages that very clearly describe our Lord's second coming to the earth. They are
found in Revelation 19:11-21 and Matthew 24 :29-31. What do you learn about the second coming
of Jesus Christ as you read these verses? Will He come alone or will others come with Him? What
will He do to His enemies? What will He do to the beast and the false prophet? Will people see Him
coming (Matthew 24:30)?
What Name will Jesus have written on Him (Revelation 19: 16)?

A Comparison to the Days of Noah

were, so shall also
Jesus once spoke to His disciples and said, "But as the days of N
the coming of the Son of man be" (Matthew 24:37). This means that Jesus was making a
comparison. He was comparing the days of Noah with the time of His coming. He was saying, "My
coming will be very similar to what happened in the days of Noah. If you understand what
happened in the days of Noah, then you will understand what will happen when I come to
earth."

Let's think about the days of Noah and this will help us to understand our Lord's second coming to
earth:

Name
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TilE DAYS OF NOAH

THE COMING OF CHRIST

In the days of Noah men were very
wicked and God had to judge them
(Genesis 6:5-7).

In the days before Christ comes men will be
very wicked (Matthew 24:12) and God will
have to judge the world.

In the days of Noah men made fun of
Noah and did not believe that God
would really send a flood.

In the days before the coming of Christ men
will make fun of what the Bible says and will
not believe that Christ is coming again (see
2 Peter 3:3-4).

In the days of Noah God waited a
LONG TIME before sending judgment.
God waited 120 years during which
time Noah built the ark (Genesis 6:3).
God was very LONGSUFFERING
(waiting a long time before getting
angry).

In the days before Christ comes God will be
very LONGSUFFERING (2 Peter 3:9). For
the past 2000 years God has been waiting
and giving men an opportunity to be saved.

In the days before the flood Enoch was
taken to heaven before God judged the
world (Genesis 5:24 and see Chc:tpter
�.of these notes).

In the days before Christ returns to the earth
believers will be taken to heaven before the
world is judged (John 14:3;
1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18).

In the days of Noah the wicked people
were surprised by the flood. They were
eating and drinking and doing other
normal things. Suddenly the flood
came and destroyed them! Then it was
too late (see Matthew 24:36-39).

There will be wicked people who will be
completely surprised when Christ comes to
judge the world. They will be eating and
drinking and doing other normal things.
Suddenly Christ will come, and then it will be
too late!

In the days of Noah the righteous
people (Noah and those in the ark)
were left on the earth. After the flood
those in the ark were still alive and
their job was to multiply and repopulate
the earth (1 Peter 3:20; Genesis 9:1).

In the day when Christ returns the righteous
people (the saved people) will be left on the
earth. These people will remain on the earth
and will become part of Christ's kingdom
(see Matthew 25:34). Their job will be to
multiply and repopulate the earth

In the days of Noah the wicked people
were taken away (Matthew 24:38-39).
This means that they were destroyed
by the flood.

In the day when Christ returns the wicked
people will be taken away (Matthew 24:4041; Luke 17:34-37). This means that God will
judge them and they will be removed from
the earth (Matt. 13:41-42).

Name
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The Two Comings of Christ
Today we are living between the two comings of Christ. Christ came to earth the first time about
years ago when he was born as a Baby in Bethlehem. Someday Christ will come to this earth
for a second time. We call this the second coming of Christ. The first coming is a past event. It has
into the world to save
already happened. The Bible says, "Christ Jesus
" (1 Timothy 1 :15). He has already done this! "And we know that the
" (1 JOHN 5 :20). He has come, and the Bible also
of God is (has)
--teaches that He will come again!
2000

______

The second coming of Christ is a future event. This has not yet happened. This will happen
sometime in the future. Does any man know exactly when Christ will come (Matthew 24:3 6,42)?
___ There have been many groups of people who have tried to set dates. They have said, "We
believe Christ will come in 1918" or "We believe Christ will come in 1988." But all these people
have been wrong. God has told us that Christ will come again, but He has not told us WHEN.
Note: One man, by the name of Edgar Whisenant, actually wrote a paperback book
entitled, 88 Reasons Why the Rapture Could Be In 1988. Over 3.2 million copies of the
book were originally distributed. Of course, the date came and the rapture did not
occur. One year later there were some who in jest said that Whisenant should write
another book called 89 Reasons Why the Rapture Could Be In 1989. Reason number
89 would then be this: "Because He didn't come in 1988!" But in all seriousness, the
Bible teaches very clearly that date setting is impossible (Matthew 24:36,42).
Let's think about some of the differences between the first and second comings of Christ:

THE FIRST COMING OF

TI-IE SECOND COMING

CHRIST

OF CHRIST

t

The Cross

King of

�
Kings

The Crown

Christ came to die.

Christ will come to rule and reign.

The first coming of Christ is a matter of
HISTORY.

The second coming of Christ is a
matter of PROPHECY.

It has already happened!

God's Word tells us that it will happen!

It took place in the PAST.

It will take place in the FUTURE.

Christ HAS COME ( 1 John 4:2).

Christ WILL COME (Acts 1 :1 1 ).

Christ came to be the SAVIOUR OF
SINNERS (Matthew 1 :21 ).

Christ will come to be the KING OF
(Revelation 1 9: 1 6).

Name
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Christ came to be man's SAVIOUR
(John 3:1 7).
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Christ will come to be man's JUDGE
(Jude 1 4-1 5).

Which will it be for you? If you do not receive Jesus Christ as your
Saviour, then someday you must face Him as your Judge.

Christ came to earth as a newborn
baby (Luke 2:7).

Christ will come to earth as a
conquering Warrior (Revelation 1 9:1 1 1 6).

Christ came with meekness riding on a
donkey (Matthew 21 : 1 -5).

Christ will come with power riding on a
white horse (Revelation 1 9:1 1 -1 6).

Christ came to bring peace to the
human heart (Ephesians 2:1 3-1 9;
Romans 5:1 ).

Christ will come to bring peace to the
entire world (Isaiah 9:6-7; Zechariah
9:1 0).

When Christ came the first time the
government was in the hands of men
(Herod the Great, the Romans, etc.)

When Christ comes the second time
the government will be in His hands
and upon His shoulder (Isaiah 9:6-7).

Christ was killed by His enemies
(Matthew 27:20-25).

Christ will kill His enemies (2 Thess.
1 :7-1 0; Rev. 1 9:21 ).

When Christ came the first time He
was rejected by the Jewish people
(John 1 :1 1 ). They crucified their
Messiah.

When Christ comes the second time
He will be received by the Jewish
people (Zechariah 1 2:1 0-1 1 ; Romans
1 1 :25-28; Matthew 23:39).

What have you done with the One who came to save you
almost 2000 years ago? (see John 3:1 8; 3:36)? He came
to save (1 Timothy 1 : 1 5). Has He saved you (Acts 1 6:3031 )? Ar�YQY �True:1 6C:11iev(:1r?

Jesus Will Come Before and After the Tribulation

The Second Coming of Christ is made up of two parts or two phases. In Ct1�ptf:1r � of these notes
we have already studied the rapture (Christ coming for His believers). In this chapter we have been
studying the time when Christ will come to the earth to judge the world and to be King of the earth.
The first part of the second coming of Christ is called the rapture. Part two of the second coming of
Christ takes place about seven years later. We will call this the Lord's second coming to earth. The
following chart will help you to understand this better:
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The Second Coming of Christ

Tl[E RAPTURE

TilE SECOND COMING
TO EARTH
WilEN?

Before the Tribulation
(Revelation 3:1 0). The church will be
kept out of that hour or time of testing
which will come upon the whole world.

After the Tribulation
(Matthew 24:29-30)

HOW QUICKLY?

In a split-second ( 1 Corinthians 1 5:52).
It will happen before people realize it is
happening.

Slow enough for people everywhere to
realize what is happening (Matthew
24:27; Revelation 1 :7)

SIGNS?

There are no signs. The Lord may
come for us at any time.

There are many signs (things that must
happen before Jesus comes). Jesus
mentioned some of these signs in
Matthew 24: 1 -28.

The rapture could be compared to Thanksgiving, and the second coming to earth
could be compared to Christmas. There are very few signs connected with
Thanksgiving. People do not put up "THANKSGIVING TREES" or decorate their
houses with "THANKSGIVING LIGHTS," etc. There are many signs connected
with Christmas: lights, decorations, Christmas trees, Santa, etc. When you see
the signs of Christmas then you know that Christmas must be approaching, but
you also know that Thanksgiving must be even sooner ! The signs of
Christmas are usually seen even before Thanksgiving. Thus, when we see the
signs of the Lord's second coming to earth, then we know that the rapture must
be very soon indeed!
VISIBLE?

Every person will see Christ
(Revelation 1 :7).

The believers will see Christ
(1 John 3:2).

When Christ returns to earth, will it be a secret thing that only a few people will
know about or will it be a public thing that everyone will know about (Matthew
This will be an event
24:24-27)?
that no one will miss!
vVHERE'!
II
"In the A
(1 Thessalonians 4: 1 7). Christ will not
come all the way down to the earth.

On the earth
(see Zechariah 1 4:4 and Acts 1 : 1 1 ).

Name
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BELIEVERS AND UNBELIEVERS

Believers will be taken to heaven (like
Enoch) and unbelievers will be left on
the earth (1 Thessalonians 4:1 3-1 8).

Believers will be left on the earth (like
Noah) and unbelievers will be taken
away in judgment (Luke 1 7:34-37).

\VHY DOES IIE COME'?

To receive His bride which is THE
CHURCH (John 1 4:3)

To receive His kingdom (Luke 1 9: 1 2)

See our study: Two Q�1in_ct_£hase�f_Ib_�_S__ecolld_CoJitingof Christ

Planet earth is filled with problems. What are some of the problems that man is facing today? Man
is unable to solve these problems. Only God can get man out of the mess that man has made for
himself. There is good news for Planet Earth! The Lord Jesus Christ is coming back! He will take
the wrong and make it right! He will take the crooked things and make them straight! He will be
able to solve the problems that our world faces. What will the world be like after Christ returns?
Will it be different from the world we know today? In the next chapter we will learn about what this
world will be like when Christ is ruling on earth as KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORD. A
new world is coming!
This same Jesus Christ who can straighten out this world and all its problems is the same Jesus
Christ who can straighten out your life and the problems you face. Will you let Him do it?
Tomorrow He will rule on the throne of this world. Today will you let Him rule on the throne of
your life? Someday the world will be different because Christ will rule there. Today your life can be
changed and made different if you let Christ rule in your heart! Someday Jesus Christ is coming to
this world. Today why not let Jesus Christ come to your heart and be your Saviour and King? He
wants to come in (see Revelation 3:20). What must you do (Revelation 3:20)?
In his book Djscover Yoursell jn tl1e Hm1m� �Warren WieTsbe recalls a story told by an evangelist
he heard many years

ago. It

went like this:

In a frontier town, a horse bolted and ran away with a wagon that had a little child
in it Seeing that the child was in danger, a young man risked his life to catch the
horse and stop it The child who was rescued grew up to heeome a lawless man, and
one day he stood before a judge to be sBntenced for a serious crim<j. The prisoner
recognized the judge as the man who, years before, had saved his life, so he pled for
mercy on the basis of that experience. But the words from the bench silenced all
his pleas: ''young man, tllen I was your sa,vjm; today I am your judge, and I must
sentence you to be hanged."
Do you see the parallel? Jesus stands befm'<j us today as our Savior, the IJ�tmb slain for our sins.
But if we do not turn to Him in faith, He will one day stand before us as our righteous Judge. He
will say: "On earth I was your Savior, but yon would not beli<:we.
from Me to everlasting punishment

Here I am your .Judge; depart

You don't have to fa.ce the IJion in the judgment 'rhe I..1amb

is waiting to save you. Believing on Him todny!
In His first coming Christ came as Savior; in His sec.ond coming, He will come as judge!
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The death (crucifixion) of Christ: Dan. 9:26; Isa.
ch.53; Ps.ch.22; Mt.ch.27; Mk.ch.15; Lk.ch.23;
Jn. ch.19; Acts 2:23; Rom. 5:6-8; 1 Cor. 15:3;
2 Cor. 5:14-15; 5:21; Heb.ch.9-10; 1 Pet. 1:1819; 2:24; 3:18; Rev. 1:5.
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9

10

3:11-15; 4:4-5; 2 Cor. 5:9-11; Rom. 14:10-12;

17:31; Rom. 4:25; 10:9; 1 Cor. 15:4-20; 2 Cor.

2 Tim. 4:8; Heb. 10:30-31; Jas. 5:7-9; 1 Pet. 5:4;

5:15.

1 Th. 2: 19-20; 1 Pet. 1 :7; 1 Jn. 2:28.

7

Mt.

24:4-12; Rev. 6:1-8; Rev. 11:3 (the ministry of

1 Tim. 3:16.
The coming of the Holy Spirit (the birthday of the

Events that take place in the middle of

the day of Pentecost? Compare Eph. 1:22-23;
CoL 1:18; 1 Cor. 12:13 with Mt. 3:11; 16:18;
Acts 1:5; 11:15-17.

� �

:

�

The c urc age: Mt. 16:18 A cts 5:14; Rom.
.
.
_
16.25-26, 1 Cor. 10.32,_ 12.12-18, Gal.
12.3-8,
3:27-28; Eph. 2:14-22; 3:1-21; 4:11-16; Col.
1:25-27; 3:11; 1 Tim. 3:1-16; 1 Pet. 2:4-7; Rev.
ch.2-3.

Rev. 19:11-21; 2 Th. 1:7-10; Zech. 14:4-11; Mt.
24:26-31, 36-51. In Mt. 24:37-41 the unsaved are
taken away in judgment and the saved remain on
earth to enter the kingdom (compare Mt 25:31-46

11

The KINGDOM

KINGDOM COME!

12

II

The final rebellion: Rev. 20:7-10; cf. Rev. 20:13.

The Great White Throne Judgment (for the

unsaved): Rev. 20:11-15.

The purging of the

heavens and the earth by fire (2 Pet. 3:10-14; Rev.

The second half of the tribulation (31h years): Mt.
24:21-24; Dan. 12:1; Jer. 30:7; Rev. 11:2;
12:6,12-17. The Antichrist (the "man of sin"; the
"beast") is described in these passages:

7:13-14,27; Isa. 2:1-5; 9:6-7; 11:1-16; Lk. 1:32is one of the major themes of OT prophecy. "THY

the

tribulation: a. Satan cast out of heaven (Rev.
12:7-12); b. the two witnesses killed (Rev. 11:313); c. the abomination of desolation (Dan. 9:27;

The millennia! kingdom: Rev. 20:1-6; Dan. 2:44;
33; Jer. 23:5-8; 2 Sam. 7:4-17.

Mt. 24:15-20; Rev. 13:1-18).

9

The revelation of Jesus Christ as King of Kings as
Christ returns to the earth to establish His kingdom

and Lk.l7:34-31).

The first half of the tribulation (31f2 years):

the two witnesses); Dan. 9:27 (Israel in covenant
relationship with the Antichrist).

8

13

(the second phase of the second coming of Christ):

2 Th. 2:7; Heb. 9:28; Rev. 22:20. The judgment
seat of Christ also takes place at this time: 1 Cor.

church): Acts ch.2 (the day of Pentecost); Jn.
14:16-17,26; 15:26-27; 16:13-15; Lk. 24:49.

10

Phil. 1:6; 3:20-21; Col. 3:4; 1 Jn. 3:2;

The resurrection of Christ: Ps. 16:10; Mt.ch.28;

Acts 1:9-11; Jn. 14:12,28; 16:5-7,16,28; 17:13;

REVELATION 21-22

The rapture or catching up of the church (the first

Mk.ch.16; Lk.ch.24; Jn.ch.20-21; Acts 2:24-32;

The ascension of Christ (His return to heaven):

THE NEW IlEAVEN
AND EARTH

12

11

1 Th. 4:13-18; 1:10; 1 Cor. 1:7-8; 15:51-53; Tit.

How do we know that the church really began on

5

7

phase of the second coming of Christ): Jn.l4:1-3;
2:13;

Lk. 24:51; Acts 1:2; Eph. 1:20-21; Heb. 9:24;
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Dan.

7:24-25; 8:23-25; 9:27; 11:36-37; 2 Th. 2:8-12; 1
Jn. 4:3; Rev. 6:2; 13:1-10; 19:20.

20:11).

13

The new heaven and earth (the eternal state): Rev.
ch. 21-22; 2 Pet. 3:13; 1 Cor. 15:24-28. "AND
HE SHALL REIGN FOR EVER AND EVER1!
HALLELUJAH!!"

