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Elijah was a man of prayer (James 5:17-18). “The effectual fervent
prayer of a righteous man availeth much” (James 5:16). Such is an apt
description of Elijah’s power in prayer. When Elijah was on Mt.
Carmel confronting the false prophets of Baal he offered a fascinating
prayer before providing an unforgettable visual demonstration that
Jehovah was the only true God. Consider his four requests:
F1) “LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this
day that Thou art God in Israel” (1 Kings 18:36). First and foremost,
he wanted the people to know that Jehovah was the true God. He was
not promoting himself but was zealous for God’s reputation.
F2) “That I am Thy servant” (v. 36). He wanted all to know that he
belonged to the Lord and was Jehovah’s servant, fulfilling His will.
F3) “That I have done all these things at Thy Word” (v. 36). Elijah
was not acting on his own but was faithfully following God’s instructions.
F4) “That this people may know that Thou art the LORD God, and
that Thou hast turned their heart back again” (v. 37). The people would
soon turn back to the LORD and declare, “The LORD, He is the God”
(v. 39). Elijah wanted people to know that this change of heart in the
people was the work of God and He should get all the credit.
Personal Application: Lord, may those around me know that You
are the true and living God. May they know that I belong to You and
that I serve the one true God. May it be crystal clear whose I am. May
they also know that I follow your Word in all things and nothing is
more important than obeying the Bible. May their hearts be turned to
You, a work that only You can do!
~George Zeller & Pradesh Shrestha:
www.middletownbiblechurch.org
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