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The Lord Jesus, the Head of the Church, is to have preeminence
(first place) in all things. We need to be “holding the Head” (Col.
2:19), meaning we are to lay hold on Christ, making sure that we
give Him His rightful place in our local assembly and in our
hearts. “I found him whom my soul loveth: I held him, and would
not let him go” (Song of Solomon 3:4).
Sometimes church business meetings can bring out the worst in
professing believers. Sadly, carnality is often on display. Some
leaders, like Diotrephes, love to promote themselves and insist on
having their own way, even if it is detrimental to the assembly (3
John 9).
Lehman Strauss’ very first pastorate was in Pennsylvania. Soon
the time came to have a business meeting. The church constitution
stated that the pastor was to be in charge of the meeting. Pastor
Strauss was willing to do this, but he knew he was very young and
inexperienced. As the day of the meeting arrived, an idea came to
the mind of this faithful man of God. He began the meeting in an
unusual way. As the congregation watched, he started the meeting
by taking an empty chair and setting it in the midst of all the
people.
He then told them, “This chair represents the Lord
Jesus Christ. He is the invisible Head of this assembly.
I am not the head; I am just one of the members.
May we all remember that He is present in our midst,
and everything we do and say should be to please
and glorify Him, as we seek His mind and direction.”
What a tremendous object lesson and
reminder! “And hath put all things under
His feet, and gave Him to be the Head
over all things to the church” (Eph. 1:22).
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