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“Being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is
in Christ Jesus” (Romans 3:24). When the Bible says that sinners are
justified freely, what exactly does this mean? A key passage which helps
us to understand this word “freely” is John 15:25—“But this cometh to
pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, They
hated Me without a cause” This phrase “without a cause” is the same
Greek word translated “freely” in Romans 3:24.
What does it mean when it says that the Lord’s enemies hated Him
without a cause? It means that they had no reason to hate Him. There
was not one thing that Christ did to deserve their hatred. Their hatred
was undeserved and unearned.
Let us now apply this same meaning to Romans 3:24. The sinner is
“justified freely.” He is justified “without a cause.” There is no reason
[found in the sinner] why God should justify this person. There is
nothing that the sinner has done to deserve justification or salvation. The
sinner is justified freely. This justification is not the result of anything
that the sinner did.
Salvation is totally undeserved and unearned. It is by grace and it is
totally free. The reason the sinner is saved is found in God, not in the
sinner. It is based on the Lord Jesus Christ—who He is and what He has
done on Calvary’s cross. It is not based on the sinner’s anything; it is
based on God’s everything. God and God alone does the saving.
Salvation is of the Lord!
“Saved by grace alone, this is all my plea!”
“Oh to grace how great a debtor daily
I’m constrained to be!”
The reason for our salvation is to be found in the loving, compassionate heart of our God. He gets all the credit!
~George Zeller: www.middletownbiblechurch.org
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