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The Jerusalem Council clarified what the true Gospel was. Was
salvation by the Law of Moses or was it by the Grace of God? Did
Gentiles need to be circumcised and become like Jews in order to be
saved? Peter and James provided solid Biblical and doctrinal reasons
why salvation was by grace.
Barnabas and Paul provided a different kind of proof. They merely
testified of the great work God did among the Gentiles who were
confronted with the Gospel of Grace (Acts 15:12). It’s hard to argue
against lives that have been transformed.
An infidel once lectured in a mining town. He observed the
presence of a most intent listener. The man was still wearing his rough,
grimy miner’s garments, and his massive frame and scarcely concealed
muscles bespoke a man of unusual physical strength. The atheist ended
his address by saying, “Now I’m sure that I have succeeded in showing
you the myth that is called the religion of Jesus Christ.”
He had hardly finished speaking when the miner rose slowly to his
feet. “Sir,” he began, “I’m only a working man, and I don’t know your
fancy word ‘myth.’ But these people know me. They know that until
three years ago, I was the toughest man in town. I had a miserable
home. I neglected my wife and children. I cursed, swore, drank all my
wages, and whoever withstood me soon felt my fist. Then someone
came along and told me of God’s love to poor sinners. He showed me
Christ dying on Calvary’s cross for lost wretches like me. I believed
those things you now deny, and through my newfound trust in the
cleansing power of the Saviour’s blood, my life was changed. These
folks can tell you I’m different now.”
The argument was won! The evidence was there for all to see!
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