The Indwelling

What Should this Truth
Mean to Me?

Philippians 2:9-18

The practical implications of the living God dwelling in me are
numerous. Obviously, if my body is the temple of the indwelling
Spirit, then I must avoid any act which would desecrate that holy
temple. I must remember that my body belongs to Him (/ Cor.
6:20), and my bodily members must be yielded to the God who lives
within (Rom. 6:13). I should realize that sin is not only against God
and a violation of His holy standards (Gen. 39:9; Psalm 51:4), but
it also causes the One who is in me to be deeply grieved (Eph. 4:30).

The realization of God living in me should also revolutionize the
way I view the Christian life. Instead of seeking to avoid bad habits
(often failing to do so) or struggling to fulfill certain requirements
and duties, I need to realize that God wants to do something in me:
“for it is God that worketh in you both to will and to do of His good
pleasure” (Phil. 2:13). My emphasis should be on allowing the
indwelling One to express His life and His light in and through me:
“Let your light so shine before men....that the life also of Jesus
might be made manifest in our body” (Matt. 5:16; 2 Cor. 4:10-11).
“Christ liveth in me” (Gal. 2:20) should be the fact that transforms
my every daily act!

When tempted to worry, I remember that the One living in me is
never worried about anything. When fear overcomes me, I can
realize that the God inhabiting my heart can still every storm with
His “Peace, be still.” When lonely, I rejoice that He is not only with
me but in me; [ am a partaker of His very life. When distressed by
national and global events, I rejoice that the One living in me is
sovereign over every nation and event!

~George Zeller: www.middletownbiblechurch.org
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