
Seeing Ourselves Properly
Galatians 6:1-10

In pride, we tend to overestimate our own impor-
tance. “For I say, through the grace given unto me,
to every man that is among you, not to think of
himself more highly than he ought to think; but to
think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every
man the measure of faith” (Rom. 12:3). I must think
correctly about myself, and not be puffed up with an
exaggerated and unrealistic idea of my own impor-
tance and superiority. I must not have a high, lofty,
proud view of myself; I need to have God’s view of
myself, seeing myself as God does. 

The following illustrates the perspective of true humility: 

A little tree, short but self-satisfied, glanced toward the
ground then tossed its head and cried, “Behold, how tall I
am, how far from earth!” And boasting thus, it swayed in
scornful mirth. The tallest pine tree in the forest raised its
head toward heaven, and sighed all the while it gazed,
“Alas, how small am I, and great skies how far; what years
of space ’twixt me and yonder star.” Our height depends on
what we measure by—if up from earth, or downward from
the sky! 

Paul states, “For if a man think himself to be something, when he is
nothing, he deceiveth himself” (Gal. 6:3). 

The egotist constantly fails to appreciate his indebtedness to God
and to others for whatever success he may be fortunate enough to
achieve. A boasting man may be likened to the mouse in the fable,
which walked with an elephant across a bridge. The bridge shook and
trembled under the heavy tread of the elephant. When they reached the
other side, the mouse said to the elephant, “We surely did shake that
thing, didn’t we?” 

How we need to overemphasize God’s importance, having as our
only desire to exalt His holy Person!

~George Zeller: www.middletownbiblechurch.org
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