
“Though the Wrong
Seems Oft So Strong”

2 Timothy 3:1-12
An honest look at our nation and our soci-

ety today can be quite distressing. There is
rampant immorality, a redefining of marriage,
deviant sexual conduct applauded, wilful
gender confusion, lawlessness (looting, riot-
ing, arson), a breakdown of the family unit,
political corruption at the highest levels,
tainted elections, and a totally biased media. 

The hymn, This is My Father’s World, was written in the late
1800s by Maltbie Babcock, a pastor in western New York. In the final
stanza he wrote:

“This is my Father’s world, O let me ne’er forget
That though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the Ruler yet. 
This is my Father’s world; The battle is not done; 
Jesus who died shall be satisfied, And earth and heaven be one.”

Who knows what serious wrongs Babcock saw in his day in
Lockport, New York? If the wrong was so strong then, what would he
say about our day? Yet we are encouraged to remember that the battle
is not done, and we who read God’s Word know that in the end, the
Lord Jesus wins! God is the Ruler yet. Indeed, He rules over all the
kingdoms of the heathen (2 Chron. 20:6). “If you look at the world
you’ll be distressed; if you look within you’ll be depressed; if you look
at God, you’ll be at rest” (Corrie Ten Boom).

We often tend to gaze at our circumstances and merely glance at our
Saviour. Instead, we need to gaze at our Saviour and just glance at our
circumstances. When our focus is truly upon the Lord, everything else
falls into proper perspective. David knew where to look: “Mine eyes
are ever toward the LORD; for He shall pluck my feet out of the net”
(Psalm 25:15). David was greatly distressed (Psalm 25:17), but he did
not focus on his trouble. He encouraged himself in the LORD his God
(1 Sam. 30:6). 

~George Zeller: www.middletownbiblechurch.org
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